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Merbers of the Yionna organization of the Austrian Peoples’ Party (OeVP) met 
Sor Live or six hours in a closed meeting (Landesparteitag) on 26 October 1950 
to consider their program in the light of the critical finaneial predicament 
of Lhe Vienna Party Directorate (Landesleitung). It seems that the Vienna 
Directorate is now burdened with a 1,000,000 schilling debt, that it has not 
paid its employees since 11 October 1950 and even then was not able to pay the 
supplementary 100 schilling wage increase prescribed by the Fourth Wage and 
Price Agreement. \4) ith no immediate prospects of acquiring funds i+ seems 
ilksly that the Vienna Directorate may have to shelve its current propaganda 
pregram because it cannot finance even the most. routine Party activities. 
« ‘thé seriousness of this crisis was brought home to the confereas by Fritz Polear, 
Chairman of the QeVP Vienna Directorate, who informed the meeting that he will 
be forced to relinguish his responsibilities and resign unless the Vienna organi- 
aation is put on a sound financial footing, Although the conferees considered 
several fund raising schemes they were unable to reach a decision, A proposal, 
thas every organized party unit within the city of Vienna be raquired to make a 
nonsaly contribution of 1,500 schillings was rejected.on the grounds that this 
measure might lead te erercive practices and cerruption on the part of ambiticus 
Party enllectera, The meeting ignered a prepesal made by Dr. Freitag, a Vienna 
Gity Counciller, whe suggested that the Vienna Directorate appeal for financial 
assistance te Christian Demecratic parties in Italy, Frence and Western Germany. 
Finally, when the question of appealing te the Naticnal Party Directerate 
(Buadesleitung) was breught inte the discussion, the cenferees were reminded that 
Chancellor Figl, Minister Hurdes and their enlleagues have never evinced any 
interest in subsidizing the Vienna “rganization. (2) 


*. ‘tho fact remains that with the virlual disapoearance of the blackmarket, the Party 
has lost a primary source of income. it is generally known that in the immediate 
pos. war years the OeVP operated on funds derived principally from large-scale 
blackmarket dealings in American cigarettes and the illegal sale of wine in 

Lena , Hat andy warn thaan teinaseatdone sanctioned by the Party, but ranking ; 
OeVP leaders, among them Peter Kraviand,former Minister for Property Control and 
Planaing, and Fritz Polcar, oresent Chairman of the Vienna Directorate, filled 
the Party coffers with blackmarket profits. 
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hes an 80,000 schilling debt; the Vienna Soziales Hilfswerk a debt of 
300 ,000 schillings. 


Comment: Perhaps one reason why the OeVP tational leadership 
28 not immediately concerned with the plight of the Vienna organization 
is that the three constituent leagues of the Party, the dorkers and Emplovees, 
Peasants, and Economic League, which have adequate financial resources, are 
opnosed to putting out funds for any purpose other than one which advances 
their own particular interests. It is also renorted that the CeVP National 
Treasury is short of funds and some OeVP members believe Foreign Minister 
Kari Gruber may try to solicit some sort of financial support for the 
Party from prominent American authorities while he is in the United States 


| semen It is alse pessible that the CaVP natienal leadership is 
ant. te suppert the Viera Directerate which is run by Pelear, Gredler 
and others active in the Junge Frent. This y-uth preup, affiliated with 
the MeVP, has advecated "referm from within" and has openly criticized the 
Party Leadership. 
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